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#*’ 7 Structure of Information Policy Issues

Character of issues

Relate to the design, implementation,
and operation of particular information
systems

Level of issues

System level

Government procurement policy.

Example issues

Efficiency and economy of operation.
Security of information systems,

Information level Relate to the handling of data: collection,

storage, use, and dissemination

Privacy(recordkeeping).

Freedom of information regulations.

Copyright and patents as related to
computer programs.

Secondary policy Exist independent of the particular
impacts information systems, but are changed
in magnitude or character by use of
technology.

Privacy(surveillance).

First amendment rights.

Fourth amendment rights.

Social vulnerability. '
Federal-State relations.

Long-term societal Long-range societal impacts that are not
effects currently reflected in specific policy
problems, but which may ultimately
affect the nature of U.S. society.

Privacy(social attitudes).
Psychological self-image of humans,
Education needs.

Social-political effects.

Cultural impacts.

SOURCE: Office of Technology Assessment.
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